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(54) THERMAL PRINTER 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To supply a current to a thermal print element for a 
selected sustained period of time by providing a control means for 
supplying a binary data signal for selecting the thermal print 
element which receives the current supplied from a power source. 
CONSTITUTION: There are provided a plurality of shift registers 
SR1-SRn. In a printing mode, a logic 1 is loaded to the shift 
register in a position corresponding to a pixel for forming an image 
of an optical density. Logical products of the outputs of the shift 
registers SR1-SRn with an enable signal are made by AND gates 
AND1-ANDn. The enable signal E1 is formed for determining a 
sustained period of time for a current to be applied to thermal print 
elements Re1-Ren. Each of current sources 11 -In is made to be in 
an enable condition by the output of the respective gates AND1- 
ANDn. That is, the current flows from each of the corresponding 
thermal print elements Re1~Ren to the ground. 
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